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Four years ago when I first came to Kusatsu, [ was a little disappointed because there was nothing
much in this town. There was no department store, no train station, no DAISO, and no McDonalds.
All I saw were snow, snow, and much snow. Then, I started to talk to the town's people. I instantly
felt their warmth and hospitality. Then, I slowly gained so many friends. I got comfortable working
with the teachers at my schools and [ started to enjoy doing English lessons with all my students.
Gradually, I learned to appreciate the beauty of Kusatsu and [ learned to love everything about this
town.

Aside from the people, I fell in love with the onsen of course. Also, the food in Kusatsu were really
delicious. I think Kusatsu has some of the best restaurants I have ever been to. And I will also never
forget its exciting festivals especially the Onsen Festival and the Shirane Shrine Festival. I was so
happy I could witness them.

Being the ALT in Aozora Hoikuen, Kosen Yochien, Kusatsu Elementary School and Kusatsu Junior
High School gave me the chance to know almost all the kids in this town. [ was also glad I could meet
some of my students' parents. So, it seemed like everybody knew me. Wherever I went, there was
always someone who recognized me. At first, I didn't like it because I didn't have my privacy. But
slowly, I got used to it and eventually, I loved the idea that I was like an idol = in this town. I felt
happy whenever someone greeted me along the streets, or at the supermarkets, or at every
restaurant [ visited.

For four years, I had to live alone, away from my family. It was really hard and sometimes, I felt
lonely. But in Kusatsu, I found a family. It wasn't just any ordinary family, but it was a very big,
loving, and caring one. I knew that at some point, I would have to leave this family and thinking
about it made me really sad.

And so this year, I really had to leave. I had to say goodbye to this town and to all the people here
whom I have learned to love. When I first came here four years ago, I had no experience, no
confidence, no idea at all about this town, and no Japanese friends. But now, I left this town with lots
of great experiences, happy memories, and amazing friends. Kusatsu is the coldest place I have ever
been to, but it also has the warmest people I have ever met. It has the kindest people as shown by
the help and support they have given to my country the Philippines after it has been hit by a strong
typhoon last year.

So to everyone that [ have met in Kusatsu, thanks for allowing me to be a part of your lives. To all
my students, I had the best time ever being your ALT. Thanks for being very good students. Good
luck with your English studies. I will never forget all of you and I'll see you again someday.

Lastly, I want to introduce the new ALT. Her name is Amber. Please take care of her like you did to
me. Thank you.

P.S. Special thanks to Yoko Sato for helping me translate my message to Japanese.
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